[Regional chemotherapy in advanced pancreatic carcinoma].
Even after resection median survival times in advanced pancreatic carcinoma are seldom more than one year. The aim of our study was to evaluate the effectivity of regional chemotherapy in patients suffering from unresectable pancreatic cancer. From 2/92 until 11/94 32 patients with unresectable pancreatic cancer (17 patients stage III, 15 patients stage IV) were treated by celiac trunc infusion. One cycle consisted of mitoxantrone (d 1), 5-FU, folinic acid (d 2 to 4) and cisplatinum (d 5). Besides a few severe complications, therapy was well tolerated in 101 cycles. In unresected patients with stage III tumors the median survival is 12 months compared to 4.8 months in patients with biliodigestive bypasses (p < 0.006) and 4 months in regionally infused patients stage IV compared to 2.7 months in untreated patients (n.s.). Regional chemotherapy in advanced pancreatic carcinoma is well tolerated and increases median survival in patients with stage III tumors.